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Sketches of the Life of the Rev. Dr. ROBERT SNITH, 
Paflor of the Prefbyterian Church at Pequea, in Lancafter 
County, in the State of Pennfylvania. 


OCTOR SMITH, who was fo long diftinguifhed ia the 

churches of Pennfylvania as a preacher of the firft em- 
inence, as the fuperintendant of a refpectable academy for the 
inftruction of youth, and asa teacher of theology, was fprung 
from a Scotch family who had migrated to the city of Lon- 
donderry in Ireland, and afterwards pafled over to America, 
while. he was yet a child, about the year 1730. His anceftors, 
both by his father’s and mother’s fide, were fubftantial far- 
mers ; and, for feveral generations, had been diftinguifhed for 
a vein of good fenfe, and fervent piety, running through both 
families. The firft period of Dr. Smith’s life furnithes few 
materials to the biographer. He lived in retirement with his 
parents.on the head waters of the river Brandywine, about 
forty miles from the city of Philadelphia. At the age of fif- 
teen or fixteen years, he became a fubject of that gracious in- 
fluence which fo eminently accompanied the preaching of the 
Rev. Mr. George Whitefield, during his firft vifit to the 
churches in America. Young Mr. Smith, who had a mind 
turned to reflection and reading, had his attention powerfully 
arrefted, and his heart deeply penetrated by the truths of the 
gofpel, under the difcourfes of that celebrated orator, and moft 
pious minifter of Jefus Chrift. Having become a fervent be. 


liever in the doctrines of falvation, he conceived, at the fame 
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time, an ardent defire to qualify himfelf to preach to his fellow- 
finners that precious gofpel, the ineffable confolations of which 
he felt in his own foul. His pious parents readily concurred in 
his defire ; and, with their permiflion, he placed himfelf under 
the inftruction of the Rev. Samuel Blair, who had eftablifhed a 
ufeful and important feminary in Pennfylvania. Here he pur- 
fued feveral years, firft his claffical, and afterwards his theologi- 
eal ftudies, under a man who was inferior to none, in the found- 
nefs of his underftanding, and the penetration. of his mind ; 
who was a profound divine, and a moft folemn and impreflive 
preacher. In Mr. Blair, befides an able inftructor, and an ex- 
cellent model of pulpit eloquence, he poffefled the advantage of 
an admirable-example of Chriftian meeknefs, of minitterial dili- 
gence, and,of that candour, ltberality, and catholicifm of fenti- 
ment towards thofe who differed from him in opinion, without 
dereliction of principle, which are among the moft amiable fea- 
tures of character that can adorn a difciple, and, efpecially, 2 
minifter of Chrift. Under fuch inftruétion, and with fuch an 
example continually before his eyes, Mr. Smith made great 
and rapid improvethent both in claflical and theological know- 
ledge. By Mr. Blair he-was much efteemed and beloved ; and, 
in 1750, was, in the fame year, licenfed to preach the gofpel, 
and married to a younger filter of his preceptor. This. lady 
was diftinguifhed by a found underftanding, uncommon f{weet- 
nefs of difpofition, and: fincere. piety ; and was an excellent 
affiftant to him in the education of their children. To thefe 
they both devoted much time, to cultivate in them the habits 
of virtue and religion, and: to infufe into their minds, at the firft: 
opening of their powers, the principles of a warm and rational 
piety. In his abfence, fhe always conduéted the daily devotions 
Qf the family with a dignity which enfured their refpe&, and 
with an unaffected fervour which could not fail to touch their 
hearts. By this lady Dr. Smith had feven children, two of 
whom:died young, two embraced the profeflion of medicine, 
andithree entered at an early age, on the fagred miniltry of the 
gofpel, and have fince filled fome of the moft refpectable fta- 
tions in the church, as well:as in the literary inftitutions of this 
country. By a fecond marriage, with the worthy and refpecta- 
ble widow of the Rev. W. Ramfay, he left one daughter, who, 
at his death, was very young. 

In 1751, he received the paftoral charge of the Prefbyterian 
ehurch in Pequea, in the county of Lancafter, in the ftate of 
Pennfylvania ; in which ftation he continued to officiate with 
great reputation and ufefulnefs till his death. He was ordain- 
ed by the Prefbytery of New-Caftle; the Rev. Dr. Rodgers of 
New-York, then paftor of the church of St. George’s, and a 
very young man, prefiding as moderator of the eds: 
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In 1784, he received the degree of Doctor of Divinity from the 
college of New-Jerfey ; and feldom has that degree been more 
defervedly conferred. 

Few men in the miniftry have been more ufeful, or more 
efteemed than Dr. Smith. He entered it with the pweft zeal 
for the glory of his Redeemer, and the falwation of mankind 5 
and his whole foul was devoted to the faithful difcharge of the 
duties of his facred offce. The predominant charader of the 
mind may often be better difcerned from i{mall circumftances 
than from thofe great occafions on which a man, by the infpira- 
tion derived from the objets which furround him, may be raif- 
ed above his ordinary ftandard; and Dr. Smith, though a 
man remarkably modeft and even diffident in the deliberative 
affemblies of the church, has been often heard to fay, that, in 
the pulpit, he never knew the fear of man. He was fo occu- 
pied with the folemnity and importance of his duties, that the 
opinions of men were forgotten: his mind was fo filled with the 
divine prefence, befure which he ftood, that wealth, that fta- 
tion, that talents, that whatever is molt refpected by the world, 
was loftto him in the majefty of God. The charaéer of his 
preaching therefore, as was to be expeéted from a frame of 
mind fo habitually devout, was remarkably folemn and fer- 
vent. The Holy Scriptures, in which God has been pleafed to 
convey his will to mankind, he regarded as containing the hap- 
pieft language in which to tterpret divine truth to the people. 
With the facred volume he was perfectly familiar. And his 
fermons were ufually filled with the apteft allufions and 
illuftrations drawn from this preciousfource. ‘The doétrines of 
the gofpel he delighted to exprefs in the terms of {cripture ; 
thofe doctrines efpecially which have been in any degree the 
fubjeéts of difputation, and the caufe of divifion in the church. 
An enemy to controverfy, he believed that Chriftians were 
more nearly united in fentiment, than in the expreflion of their 
feveral creeds. -In the copious ufe, therefore, which he made 
of f{cripture language, he hoped to gain a double advantage ; 
on controverted fubjeas, he would create lefs offence and igrita- 
tion; and in illuftrating and enforcing divine truth upon the 
hearts of his hearers, he thought that the language of the infpir- 
ed. writers would come home with more authority to the con- 
fcience than the fineft periods of human eloquence. In this, 
perhaps, he was not deceived, particularly in that field of Ja- 
bour which he had efpecially marked out for himfelf; for he 
was uncommonly fuccefsful in convincing fecure finners, in 
comforting and eftablithing believers in the faith of the gofpel, 
and in conciliating the affections and confidence of pious 

rfons of all denominations. Preaching the gofpel, and pub. 
lifhing the grace of the Redeemer, was his molt delightful em. 


ployment ; 
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ployment ; in which he exhibited an example of the greateft 
diligence and zeal, not only among that people with whom he 
was more immediately conneéted as their paltor, but through- 
out an extenfive diftrict of country, in every part of which he 
was often employed in thefe pious labours. He was, indeed, 
inceffant and indefatigable in the fervice of his divine Matter, 
till, at length, he wore down to a.flender thread, a conttitution 
Originally vigorous ; and his death, at laft, which took place ia 
the midft of the moft aétive difcharge of his duties, was not the 
effect of any particular difeafe, but of the gradual watte of 
Nature occafioned by continual and exceflive exertions. 

Dr. Smith, fhortly after his fettlement at Pequea, founded a 
grammar {chool defigned chiefly for the inftruétion of youth in 
the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages; in which, by his 
great afliduity both in ftudy and in teaching, he had made him- 
felf an eminent proficient. In this fchool he always employed 
the moft refpectable teachers ; and its celebrity foon made it the 
refort of a large number of young men from various parts of 
the ftates of Pennfylvania and Maryland, who here received 
their claflic education, and have fince filled many of the moft 
honourable ftations in church and ftate. Along with their 
literary ftudies, he took uncommon pains to infuie into their 
minds the principles of a pure, warm, and rational piety ; and 
he often enjoyed the confolation of feeing his pious endeavours 
remarkably bleffed. With very few exceptions, all who re- 
ceived the elements of their education under his direétion have 
ever proved ferious, fteady, and uniform friends of religion ; 
and the church ftill continues to blefs his memory for the great 
number of faithful and fuccefsful paftors who have been reared 
under his care. For many of his claffical pupils, as well as oth. 
ers, returned to him from the College to complete their theo. 
logical ftudies under his direction, in whom they were fure to 
find an able inftructor and an excellent model of practical 
preaching. In the pulpit, he opened to them with {kill the 
treafures of the fcriptures; he illuftrated with clearnefs the 
fpeculative doctrines of religion. But his great excellence as a 
preacher lay in ftrong and convincing appeals to the confciences 
of finners, in the various knowledge which he difcovered in the 
workings of the human heart, and in the tendernefs with which 
he led the convinced and penitent foul to its true reft and hope 
in Jefus Chrift. Vice he ever reproved with ferioufnefs and 
dignity, without aufterity ; and the pleafures and the hopes of 
religion he recommended to believers with that glow of fenti- 
ment and expreflion, which could only proceed from a heart 
filled with the grandeur and confolations of its fubje@. Belov. 
ed and efteemed by all the pious throughout that extenfive 
{phere 
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{phere which he had efpecially marked out for his minifterial 
Jabours, the {piritual father and inftrnctor of many of the cler- 
gy» diftinguiihed for his faithfulnefs, his ability, and unceating 
activity, in his facred functions, he was, during a long courte of 
years, regarded with uncommon veneration ia the churches. 
His whole foul was in his duty ; and, when fatigued and worn 
down with aétive fervice, as he often was towards the clofe of 
life, ifa new opportunity of doing good prefented itlelf, the ar- 
dour of his mind reinvigorated his debilitated fyftem, and, in 
an inftant, he forgot his weaknefs. This character of activity 
and zeal in fulfilling whatever he conceived to be his duty, 
accompanied him with undiminifhed vigour to the utmoft pe- 

riod of his mortal courfe. The laf aé& of his life was attendin 
a meeting of the board of trultees of the college of New-Jeriey, 
at the diltance of one hundred tMiles from home, when his 
conftitution was now wafted to a fhadow. On his return, in 
which he fuffered extremely both from debility and pain, when 
he had nearly reached his own church, in which he was about 
once more to perform a duty ever deareft to his heart, he ltop- 
ped at the houfe of a friend* to recruit a little his exhaufted 
nature. He met the family with all that placid ferenity which 
was his cuftom, and which the habitual {pirit and hopes of the 
gofpel alone are calculated to infpire. He requefted permif- 
fion to retire a little to reft, and in a few minutes, without a 
ftruggle, calmly and {weetly breathed away his foul, in the 
act of meditating new fervices to his Redeemer. And the 
fame {mile with which he entered the houfe feemed to be only 

fixed upon his countenance by the hand of death. , 
Such was the end of this excellent man in the fixty-third year 
of hisage. A rare example of pious activity, and the power of 
combining numerous duties in perfect order, and in the fhortett 
compafs of time. It is dificult, at this diftance of time, to 
give dates with precifion, or enter into minute particulars, 
in the hiftory of a man, whofe modelty never fuffered him to 
keep, or leave any memoirs of fo ufeful a life. It is of more 
importance to know, that he hardly ever fuffered any of his 
moments to go to wafte. He was a faithful attendant on the 
judicatories of the church. He was often abroad among va- 
cant churches, and focieties of people dettitute of the fated or- 
dinances of religion, for the purpofe of preaching to them the 
gofpel of falvation, which was at once the labour and the 
pleafure of his life. When at home, he flept little, he rofe ear- 
ly, and after {pending the morning in his ftudy, and his clofet, 
he appeared to be almoft always in the pulpit, among the 
families of his charge, comforting and encouraging them with 
his 
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his pious advice, and inftruéting their children in the principles 
of the gofpel; or in the midft of his fchool affiting his teach- 
ers, and fuperintending the progrefs of his pupils ; or animat- 
ing and directing his theological fludents. Often he embrac- 
ed all thefe duties in the fame day ;-yet with fuch perfec or- 
der and difpatch, that they never feemed to interfere with one 
another. When apparently exhaulted, the evening devotions 
of the family exhilarated and refrefhed him again. Devotion, 
and the fervice of his Redeemer, appeared to be to him, if I 
may ule the expreflion, the edixir of life. When he was weak, it 
evidently repaired his ftrength ; when he, was exhaulted, it re- 
ftored his {pirits. ‘The character of his devotion was, at once, 
fervent and rational, humble and ferene; it mingled the deep- 
eft fenfe of human imperfection with the confidence of faith ; 
the humbleft penitence, with the cheerfulnefs of hope. Never, 
during the period of a long miniftry, was he withheld by fick- 
nefs trom entering the pulpit on the Sabbath, except once. 
And then, although confined to his chamber, by a fever, hav- 
ing afflembled the principal members of his church, and being 
placed in an eafy chair, he fpoke to them with his ufual energy 
on the comforts, the duties, and the joys of religion. 

He was certainly among the moft able theologians, the moft 
profound cafuifts, and the moft convincing and fuccefsful 
preachers of his age. He died as he lived, beloved and rever- 
ed by all, who had the happinefs intimately to know him ; and 
his memory will long be precious in the weftern churches, 
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ON THE DIVINE REQUIREMENTS, 


t John v. 3.—% His commandments are not grievous. 


(Concluded-from p. 349.) 


From what hath been advanced, it follows, 
1. All the commands of "God are reafonable. God, as the 
reat Creator, Preferver, Proprietor and Sovereign of the 
world, has an original and independent right to the fervices of 
all mankind. The world is his vineyard. Men are labourers 
init. He has a right to require them to labour for himfelf, to 
the extent of the ability he hath given them. And fo long as 
he requires no more than this, his commands mutt appear rea- 
fonable in the view of every enlightened confcience. 
2. Men may never plead inability, as an excufe for difobeying 
any of the divine commands. Sinners fometimes fay, that they 


would gladly obey the commands of God, if they could. But 
| this 
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this is both abfurd and impious. It is abfurd; becaufe God re- 
quires no one to do any thing, which he is not able to do. 
It is zmpious ; becaufe it is really cenfuring the ways of God as 
unequal and unjuft. It is repeating the complaint of the 
flothful fervant, and calling God a hard mafter. To fay that 
we cannot obey any of the divine commands, is faying that we 
ought not to obey them; that God is a tyrant for impofing 
them; and that wicked men and evil fpirits are to be juftified 
in their difobedience to the holy and righteous Sovereign of 
the univerfe. 

3. Sinners need no new powers or faculties, either of body 
or mind, to enable them to obey all the commands of God. 
God does not require them to ufe any powers or faculties, 
which they have not. Were it true, that the original powers 
and faculties of men are impaired or loft by the fall, it would 
not be neceflary for them to have thefe repaired or reftored, in 
order to enable them to yield obedience to all the divine com- 
mands ; for, God requires men to do no more than they are 
really able to do, with the bodily and mental powers and fac- 
ulties which they now poffefs. He. does not require them to 
increafe their mental powers, or their ftrength of body, or to 
make themfelves any new fenfes or faculties, or to repair any 
that are decayed; he only requires them to ufe thofe they 
already have, in his fervice and to his glory. | 

4. It appears, from what has been faid, that men need no 
fupernatural, divine affiftance, in order to make thém able to 
ebey all the commands of God. If men needed any fuper- 
natural, divine affiftance, in order to make them able to obey 
any of the divine commands, they would be unable to obey thofe 
eommands, fo long as that neceflary afliftance was withholden ; 
which would be the fame as for God to require more of them 
than they are able to do. But this he never does. Men, 
therefore, need no fupernatural, divine afliftance, in order to 
make them able to obey all the commands of God. So long as 
they are upheld in being, they are able, without any aid or af- 
fiftance whatever, to do all that God requires. 

5. We may hence learn why finners difobey all the divine 
commands. That they do fo, is evident. The apoftle, fpeak- 
ing of men, in their natural, unrenewed ftate, fays, “ There is 
none that doeth good; no, not one.” In another place, he 
fays, ** The carnal mind is enmity againft God ; for it is not fub- 
jed to the law of God, neither indeed can be: fo then, they that 
are in the flefh cannot pleafe God.” If finners obeyed any of the 
divine commands, there would be no diftinétion between them 
and faints ; for faints. tranfgrefs more frequently than they 
ebey. 

But, 
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But, why do finners difobey all God’s commands? It is not 
becaufe they are unable to obey them. Itis not becaufe they 
neei any new powers or faculties, or any fupernatural affift. 
ance. It muft, then, be, becaufe they are unwilling to obey the 
reafonable commands of their Creator. They have difobedi- 
ent hearts. ‘They never éry to do what God requires. If they 
did, they would fucceed. If they had a willing mind, they 
would obey all the divine commands, and meet with the divine 
oer Fience; ©‘; 

We fee, that finners are utterly inexcufable for all their 
diobaicane It is owing to their unwillingnefs toobey. And 
who will fay that this is any excufe? Has not God a right to 
command any thing reafonable which his creatures are unwil- 
ling to do? Is it impoffible that creatures fhould be obliged to 
obey God; unlefs they choofe to obey him? Who does not fee 
that it is utterly criminal and inexcufable for any one to be un- 
willing to obey the commands of his rightful fovereign? The 
unwillingnefs of finners ts fo far from being any excufe, that it is 
for this only that they are blameworthy. For was it not for 
this, they would obey every command inthe Bible. Hence, 

7. We learn what is neceflary in order to make finners do 
their duty. Itis a willing mind. Regeneration confifts in be- 
ing made willing to do what God requires. There are no new 
powers or faculties given to finners inregeneration. For they 
need none. Nor is there any fupernatural affiftance given 
them in regeneration ; for they do not need that. All God 
does, in regenerating finners, by the Almighty power of his 
Holy Spirit,is to make them willing to do, what they were really 
able to do before. Sinners are as really able to repent and be- 
lieve and do every other duty, before they are born again, as af- 
ter they are born again. Regeneration is a change of the seart 
or will.. Hence God promiied Chrift, Pfal. cx. 3. “ Thy people 
fhall be willing in the day of thy power.” 

8. We may infer from the fubjet, that it is impoflible that any 
ene fhould be compelled to fin. The Apoftle fays, * Sin is a@ 
tran{yrefion of the law.” It is difobedience to God’s commands. 

Compulfion implies a want of power to refift. If, therefore, 
any one might, in any inftance, be compelled to fin, he would 
not, in that inftance, have power to do what God requires. 
But God requires no more of men, than they are able to do. 
It follows, that it is impoffible for any one, in any inftance, to 
be compelled to fin. No one can fin again his will. That 
which is done involuntarily is not fin. 

Hence we fee, that no one may plead the power of tempta- 
tions or the fubtilty of the tempter, in extenuation of his guilt. 
No temptation, however fudden, or great, ever compelled any 
one to fin. Satan, though he goeth about, as a roaring lion, 
feeking whom he may devour, never was able to compel any 

one 
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one to fin. He may fuggeft wicked thoughts and motives to 
the mind: but he can dono more. Accordingly, St. James 
fay? “ Every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own 
Lust and enticed.” How often do people plead, in excufe for 
fome prefumptuous fin, that they were overcome by temptation, 
and that they did not doit wilfully. Butthisis abfurd. There 
can be no fins but wilful fins. Neither faints nor finners ever fin 
otherwife than wilfully, and with all their hearts. 

g. If God requires no more of men than they are able to do ; 
it will follow, that the fa// has neither impaired, nor deftroyed 
any of the powers or faculties of men. For God requires the 
fame duties of fallen men, that he required of Adam before his 
apoltafy. God has never repealed his holy law; nor has he 
in the leaft relaxed or abridged it. It is ftill in full force, in all 
its ftrictnefs and extent. And, in the gofpel, Chrift requires as 
much of men, as was ever required of our firft parents. In the 
gofpel, Chrift requires us, whether we eat, or drink, or whatfoever 
qwe do, to do all to the glory of God; and to be perfe, even as our 
Father, who is in heaven, is perfe@. ence, we may fairly con- 
clude, that in the view of God, men have loft none of their 
ability to obey his commands by the fall. 

In confequence of the fall, mankind come into the world 
wholly inclined to evil, and utterly averfe from all the com- 
mands of God. But, notwithftanding, they are as really able 
to obey every divine command, as Adam was, when he came 
out of the forming hand of his Maker. 

10. This fubje@ fhows us, that faints may not plead their 
weaknefs, frailty and imperfection in excufe for their failures in 
duty. Weak, frail, and imperfe& as they are, they are able to 
do all God requires of them. They have no reafonable excufe, 
therefore, for their failures in duty. 

The truth is, all their moral weaknefs and imperfection con- 
fit in the perverfene/s and difobedience of their hearts. They ought, 
therefore, to condemn and abhor themfelves, and repent, as in 
duft and afhes, for all their imperfection, and for every thing in 
them, which hinders their being as holy as the man Chrift Jefus. 

11. No one will be condemned, at the laft day, who hall 
have done as well as he could. For this is all God ever re- 
quired of men. We fometimes hear people fay, ‘“* We muft do 
as well as we can, and God will not caft us off.” True: If we 
do as well as we can, we fhall be accepted. But let it be feri- 
oufly confidered, what we are able to do. We are able to obey 
all God commands in his word. And there we find fuch com- 
mands as thefe, “* My fon, give me thine heart. Caft away all your 
tranfgreffions, whereby ye have tranfgreffed, and make you a NEW 
HEART and anew fpirit. Repent and believe the gofpel. Repent and 
be converted. Be ye, therefore, perfed, even as your Father which is 
No. 10. Vol, III. Yx , in 








370 Chrif? the only Refuge. [ Marcu, 


in heaven is perfed.”? ‘When any one has truly obeyed thefe and 
all the other commands of God in the Bible, then, and not be- 
fore, he will bave done as well as he was able. 


THEOPHILUS. 

















CHRIST THE ONLY REFUGE. 
(From Hervey’s Theron and Afpafio. ) 


IVE me leave to relate an uncommon incident, which 

happened a little while ago, in this neighbourhood ; and 

ef which I myfelf was afpeétator. The day was the Sabbath ; 

the place appropriated to divine worfhip was the fcene of this 
remarkable afkair. 

A boy came running into the church, breathlefs and trem- 
bling. He told, but in a low voice, thofe who ftood near, that 
a prefs-gang was advancing to befiege the doors, and arreft the 
failors. An alarm was immediately taken. The feamen, with 
much hurry, and no fmall-anxiety, began to fhift for them- 
felves. ‘The reft of the congregation, perceiving an unufual 
ftir, were ftruck with furprife. A whifper of inquiry ran from 
feat to feat, which increufed by degrees into a confufed mur- 
mur. No one could inform his neighbour; therefore, every 
one was left to folve the appearance, irom the fuggeftions of a 
timorous imagination. Some fufpected the town was on fire. 
Some were apprehenfive of an invafion from the Spaniards. 
Others looked up, and looked round, te fee if the walls were 
not giving way, and the roof falling upon their heads.—In a 
few moments, the confternation became general. The men 
ftood like ftatues, in filent amazement, and unavailing perplexi- 
ty. The women fhrieked aloud, and fell into fits. Nothing 
was feen but wild diforder: nothing heard but tumultuous clam- 
eur.—Drowned was the preacher’s voice. Had hé fpoken in 
thunder, his meflage would fcarcely have been regarded. To 
have gone on with his work, amidit fuch a prodigious ferment, 
had been like arguing with a whirlwind, or talking to a tempett. 

This brought to my mind that great, tremendous day, when 
the heavens will pafs away, when the earth will be diifolved, 
and all its inhabitants receive their final doom.—If at fuch 
incidents of very inferior dread, our hearts are ready to fail ; 
what unknown and inconceivable aftonifhment mutt feize the 
guilty confcience, when the hand of the Almighty fhall open 
thofe unparalleled fcenes of wonder, defolation, and horror !— 
When the trumpet fhall found—The dead arife—The world be 
in flames—The Judge on the throne—and all mankind at the 
bar. The 
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The irumpet fhail found, fays the prophetic teacher. And 
how ftartling, how ftupendous the fammons! Nothing equal to 
it, nothing like it, was ever heard through all the regions of the 
univerfe, or all the revolutions of time.—When conflicting ar- 
mies have diicharged the bellowing artillery of war, or when 
victorious armies have fhouted for joy of the conguelt, the feas 
and fhores have rung, the mountains and plains have echoed. 
But the voice of the Archangel, and the trump of God will re- 
found from pole to pele. They will fhake the pillars of hea- 
ven, and ftartle the dungeon ofhell. They will penetrate even 
the deepeft 1ecefles of the tomb! They will pour ther amaz 
ing thunder into all thofe abodes of filence. The dead, the 
very dead, fhall hear. 

When the trumpet has founded, the dead fhail arife.—In a mo- 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, the graves open; the monu- 
mental piles are cleft afunder ; and the nations under ground 
ftart intoday. What an immenfe harvelt of men and women, 
fpringing up from the caverns of the earth, and the depths of 
the fea! Stand awhile, my foul, and confider the wonderful) 
fpectacle.—Adam formed in paradife, and the babe born but 
yefterday, the earliefi ages, and Jatc{t generations, meet upon 
the fame level. Jews and Gentiles, Greeks and Barbarians, 
people of all climes and languages, unite in the promifcuous 
throng. Here, thofe valt armies, which, like {warms of lo- 
cults, covered countries, which, with an irrefiltible fweep, over- 
ran empires; here they all appear, and here they are loft. 
Loft, like the {mall drop of a bucket when plunged into the 
unfathomable and boundlefs ocean—QO! the multitudes! the 
multitudes! which thefe eyes fhall furvey, when God calleth the 
heavens from above, and the earth that he may judge his people. 
What fhame mutt fluth the guilty cheek ! What anguifh wound 
the polluted breaft! To have all their filthy practices, and 
infamous tempers expofed before this innumerable crowd of 
witnefles ;—Fly, guilty finners; inftantly fly, earneftly fly to 
the purifying blood of Jefus ; that all your fins may be blotted 
out: that you may be found unblameable and unreproveable 
in the prefence of the aflembled world, and, what is infinitely 
amore to be revered, in the fight of the omnipotent God. 

There is no more need of this habitable globe. The ele& 
have fought the good fight, and Gnilhed their courfe. The 
wicked have been tried and found incorrigiblee-—Wo be ta the 
earth, and to the works thereof ! Its ftreams are turned into pitch, 
its duit into brimftone, and the breath of the Almighty, like a 
torrent of fire,enkindles the whole. See! fee! how the confla- 
gration rages—{preads—prevails over all! The forefts are in a 
blaze, and the mountains are wrapt in flame. Cities, king- 
doms, continents, diak into the burning deluge. London, Brit. 
ain, 
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ain, Europe are no more. Through all the receptacles of wa- 
ter, through all the traéts of land, through the whole extent of 
air, nothing is difcernible but one vatt, prodigious, fiery ruin— 
Where now are the treafures of the covetous? Where the 
poffeflions of the mighty ? Where the delights of the volup- 
tuous :——How wife, how happy are they, whofe portion is lodg- 
ed in heavenly manfions! ‘Yheir inheritance is incorruptible, 
fuch as the laft fire cannot reach, nor the diflolution of nature 
impair. 

But fee! The azure vault cleaves. The expanfe of heaven 
is rolled back like a feroll : and the Judge, the Judge appears ! 
He cometh, cries a mighty feraph, the herald of his approach, 
Fle cometh to judge the world in righteoufne/s, and minifler true judg- 
ment unto the people!—He cometh, not as formerly, in the habit 
of a fervant, but clad with uncreated glory, and magnificently 
attended with the armies of heaven. Angels and the Arch- 
angel ftand before him, and ten thoufand times ten thoufand 
of thofe celeftial fpirits minifter unto him.—Behold him, ye 
followers of the Lamb, and wonder, and love. This is he, 
who bore all your iniquities on the ignominious Crofs, This is 
he, who fulfilled all righteoufneds for the juftification of your 
perfons—Behold him, ye defpifers of his grace, and wonder, 
ani perifh. This is he, whofe merciful overtures you have 
contemned, and on whofe precious blood you have trampled. 

The great white throne, beyond deifcription auguft and 
formidable, is erected. ‘The King of heaven, the Lord of glo- 
ry, takes his feat on the dreadful tribunal. Mercy, on his right 
hand, difplays the olive-branch of peace, and holds forth the 
crown of righteoufnefs. Fu/flice, on his left, poifes the impar- 
tial fcale, and unfheaths the fword of vengeance. While 
wifdom and holinefs, brighter than ten thoufand funs, beam in 
his divine afpec&t. What are all the preceding events to this 
new fcene of dignity and awe? The peals of thunder, founding 
in the archangel’s trumpet ; the blaze of a burning world, and 
the ftrong convulfions of expiring nature; the unnumbered 
myriads of the dead ftarting into inftantaneous life, and 
thronging the aftonifhed fkies; all thefe feem familiar in- 
cidents, compared with the appearance of the incarnate Je- 
hovah.—Amazement, more than amazement, is all around. 
Terror and glory unite in their extremes. From the fight of 
his majeftic eye, from the infupportable {plendours of his face 
the earth itfelf and the very heavens flee away.—How then ? 
Oh! how fhall the ungodly fand—ttand in his angry prefence, 
and draw near to this confuming fire ? 

Yet, draw near they muft, and take their trial—their deci- 
five trial.at his righteous bar. Every action comes under ex- 


amination. For each idle word they muft give account. Not 
fo 
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fo much as a fecret thought efcapes his fcrutiny.—How fhall 
the criminals, the impenitent criminals, either conceal their 
guilt, or elude the fentence ? They have to do with a fagacity 
too keen to be deceived; with a power, too {trong to be refift- 
ed; and (O! terrible, terrible confideration) with a feverity 
of moft juft difpleafure, that will never relent, never be entreat- 
ed more.—What ghaftly defpair appears on their faces ! 
What racking agonies rend their diltracted hearts! The 
bloody axe and the torturing wheel, are eafe, are down, com- 
pared with their prodigious wo. ‘And (O holy God! won- 
derful in thy doings! fearful in thy judgments!) even this 
prodigious wo is the gentleft of vifitations, compared with that 
indignation and wrath, which are hanging over their guilty 

heads—which are even now falling on all the fons of rebell- 


ion—which will plunge them deep in aggravated and endlefs 
deftruction. 


And is there a last day? and must there come 
A sure, a fix’d, irrevocable doom ? 


Surely then, “ the main care of our lives fhould be to obtain 
peace and acceptation before the dreadful tribunal of God. 
And what is fufficient for this purpofe but righteoufnefs ? What 
righteoufnefs, or whofe? Our’s or Chrift’s? Our’s, in the in- 
herent graces wrought in us, in the holy works wrought by 
us? Or Chrift’s in his moft perfect obedience and meritorious 
fatisfaction, wrought for us, and applied to us? God is as di- 
rect on the fubjeét as his word can make him ; every where 
blazoning the defects of cur own righteouineds, every where 
extolling the perfect obedience of our Redeemer.” 

Behold ! fays the everlalting King, J lay in Sion, for a founda- 
tion, a ftone 3 a tried ‘fone, a precious corner-flone ; a fure founda- 
tion: he that believeth, foall not make haflee As this text con- 
tains fo noble a difplay of our Saviour’s confummate ability 
for his great work ; as it is admirably calculated to preferve 
the mind from diftrefling fears, and to fettle it in a fteady tran- 
quillity, I will touch it curforily with my pen. 

How beautiful the gradation ! How lively the account, and 
how very important the practical improvement! Come, look 
at the infcription, which is engraven on this wonderful ftone— 
Behold! Intended to roufe and fix our molt attentive regard. 
The God of heaven fpeaks. He fpeaks, and every fyllable is 
balm ; every fentence is rich with confolation. If ever there- 
fore we have ears to hear, let us bend them to this fpeaker, 
and on this occafion. 

A flone. Every thing eHe is fliding fand, is yielding air, is 
a breaking bubble. Wealth will prove a vain fhadow; hon- 
our, an empty breath; pleafure, a delufory dream; our ows 
righteoufnefs, 
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righteoufnefs, a fpider’s web. If on thefe we rely, difappoint- 
ment muft enfuc, and fhame is inevitable. Nothing but Chrif, 
nothing but Cériff, can ftably fupport our fpiritual interetts, 
and realize our expectations of true happinefs. And, bleffed 
be the divine goodneis! He is, for this purpofe, not a ftone 
only, but 

A tried fione. ‘Tried, in the days of his humanity, by all the 
veliemence of temptations, and all the weight of afflictions; yet, 
like gold from the furnace, rendered more fhining and illuftri- 
ous by the fiery ferutiny.—Tried, under the capacity of a Sa- 
viour, by millions and millions of depraved, wretched, ruined 
creatures ; who have always found him perfedly ale and as pers 
fealy willing, to expiate the molt enormous guilt—to deliver 
from the moft inveterate corruptions—and to fave, to the very 
uttermolt, all that come unto God through him. 

A corner-flone. Which not only fultains, but unites the edi- 
fice ; incorporating beth Jews and Gentiles, believers of various 
languages, and manifold denominations—here, in one harmo- 
nious bond of brotherly love—hereafter, in one common partic- 
ipation of eternal joy. 

A precious flone. More precious than rubies; the pearl of 
great price; and the defire of all nations. Precious, with re- 
gard to the divine dignity of his perfon, and the unequalled 
excellency of his mediatorial offices. In shefe, and in all re- 
{pects greater than Jonah—wifer than Solomon—fairer than 
the children of men—chiefeft among ten thoufand.—and, to 
the awakened finner, ‘or enlightened believer, altogetier lovely. 

A fure foundation. Such as no preffure can fhake; equal, 
more than equal to every weight, even to fin, the heavieft load 
in the world—The Rock of Ages ; fuch as never has failed, nev- 
er will fail thofe humble penitents, who caft their burden upon 
the Lord their Redeemer, who roll all their guilt, and fix their 
whole hopes on this immoveable bafis. Or, as the words may 
be rendered, 4 foundation! A foundation! ‘There is a fine fpirit 
of vehemency in the fentence, thus underftood. It fpeaks the 
language of exultation, and exprefies an important difcovery. 
That which mankind infinitely want; that which multitudes 
feck, and find not; itis here! at is here! This, this is the 
foundation for their pardon, their peace, their eternal felicity. 

Whofoever believeth, though prefied with adverfities, or fur- 
rounded by dangers, fhall not make baffle. But, free from tu- 
multuous and perplexing thoughts, preferved from rath and 
precipitate fteps, he fhall poflefs his foul in patience. Know- 
ingthe fuficiency of thofe merits, and the fidelity of that 
grace, on which he has repofed his confidence, he fhall quietly 
and without perturbation wait for an expecéted end.—And not 
eniy amid2 the perilous or difaftrous changes of life, but even 
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in the day of everlafting judgment, fuch perfons fhall ffand 
with boldne/s. They fhall lock up to the grand Arbitrator 
look round, on all the folemnity of his appearance—look /for- 
ward, to the unalterable fentence—and neither feel anxiety, 
nor fear damnation. 

Reader, thefe awful fcenes muft pafs before thine eyes, and 
thou wilt feel an intereft in them, infinitely more impreflive and 
affecting than all thy prefent joys or forrows. Let thy un- 
worthinefs, fear and guilt, be new ever fo great, there is hope 
concerning thee ; for Jefus is exalted a Prince and a Saviour to 
give repentance and remiflion of fins ; but when thou fhalt fee 
‘thy God in glory and the world on fire,” nothing wiil then 
remain for-thee, but a “certain fearful looking for of judg- 
ment and fiery indignation ;” or the immediate and happy ex- 
pectation of being received “ into the joy of thy Lord.”” May 
God deliver thee from the bitter pains of eternal death, and 
beftow on thee the glorious bleflings of everlafting life and fale 
vation ! 


—at CD 


CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 
Hints fubmitted to the confideration of profefing Chriftians, who either 


themfelves mix with the world, in their amufements, or fuffer their 
children to do it. 


T is pleafing, no doubt, to fee the great number of hearers 

that attend the preaching of the word; but it is grievous 
at the fame time to obferve, how great a proportion of thefe 
ery, “Lord! Lord!” and yet in works, difhonour and deny 
him, efpecially by their attachment to the company and pleaf- 
ures of the world—a practice by which many of God’s own 
people are grieved, and their own profefhon rendered un- 
profitable. When in the company of Chriltians, they would 
fain appear to fee and believe as they do; yet when experiment- 
al fubjeéts become the topic of converfation, it is plain they 
are out of their element ; and manifeft, by a total filence and a 
referved countenance, that a trifling ftory would have fuited 
them much better. Were you the next day to fee them in the 
eompany of the world, they then appear at home ; for in their 
fociety they never drop a fentiment that is ferious or moral, 
fearing it would be efteemed particular and unpleafant; and 
fhould any reflections be made on religious charaéters, they will 
join in the fneer. : 

The writer of this article knows fome who attend the preach- 
mg of the gofpel, that mingle with the gay world in all their 
amufements, 
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amufements, and yet can hear their faithful paftors on the 
Lord’s day fay, in the language of divine writ, “ Wherefore, 
come out from among them, and be ye feparate, faith the Lord, and touch 
not the unclean thing. ‘They go further, they will eat and drink 
at the Lord’s Table one day with his deat people ; and the next, 
will aflociate with the profane, who are haters of God, and join 
at a card-party, or a ball. How diftrefling is the conduct of 
fuch profeflors! they grieve the Holy Spirit, bring great dif- 
honour on the gofpel, and are a ftumbling-block to their weak 
brethren. ‘Thefe are fitting down at eafe in Zion, crying, Peace, 
peace ! when God has never fpoken it! 

Whoever can join in the world’s pleafures and diverfions with 
fatisfaction and delight, can have no real fellowfhip or commun- 
ion with God; For what concord hath Chrift with Belial? Teo 
thofe who love this world’s pleafures, heaven itfelf could yield 
no felicity, fince there mult be a meetnefs here for glory. The 
apoftle Paul, addrefling the Corinthians, fays, “ What/oever ye 
do, do all to the glory of God.” Do profeffors glorify God at a 
card-table ? Can they glorify God at a dance or a playhoufe ? 
Can they even afk God’s blefling to attend them to thefe places 
and employments? for there is no path fafe in which we cannot 
afk his prefence and blefling. 

Let fuch profeffors remember, that life is very uncertain ; and 
afk themfelves, Should the Lord fee fit, when in thefe gay cir- 
cles, to cut the thread of life, how they fhould feel in the prof- 
pect of being fummoned from their amufements to his judg- 
ment bar! Their own confciences mutt confefs, that it would 
be awful indeed ! 

There are other profeflors who, perhaps, will not themfelves 
yoin in the pleafures of the world ; but, as if their dear chil- 
dren’s fouls were of no value, will permit them to affociate with 
the world, in all their vanities and amufements. Is it not 
enough, that they are depraved, and in danger of being banith- 
ed from the prefence of God forever,—but will profeiling pa- 
rents quietly permit their children to mix with fuch company, 
and attend fuch amufements as tend to fan all the latent fparks 
of corruption to a flame? How different is fuch a line of con- 
duct to that of the good patriarch Abraham, of whom the Lord 
fays, “ For I know that he will command his children and bis houje- 
hold after him, and they fhall keep the way of the Lord.” The fouls 
of our dear children are an important charge; and if we teach 
them not by precept and example, we are acceflary to their ru- 
in. Oh, remember what an awful account you have to give of 
your fteward{hip!—dread nothing fo much as the idea of your 
dear children dwelling in eternal torments, and reproach- 
ing you for their eternal mifery! We cannot give our chil- 
dren grace, it is true; that is the gift of God; but there 4 
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much required of thofe who have the charge of young perfons ; 
and it is the incumbent duty of parents.to reftrain, reprove, and, 
above all, to exemplify before them in practice, the truth, the 
beauty, and the pleafantnefs of the ways of religion. 


ES TE TS 





ON TAKING STOCK. 


A Letter to a Friend. 


(Extracted from an English Periodical Work.) 
My dear Friend, 

47 OURS I received and thank you for it. I find you have 
been very bufy in taking of ftock, which lay in two differ- 

ent places : a thing very needful to be done by all tradefmen, 
that they may be properly intormed of what their true circum- 
ftances are ; and fee whether they gain or lofe in their bufinefs. 
It occurred to my mind on reading it, that it would be profitable 
for me and you to take account of our ftock alfo, both in hand 
and in hope; which is in two diftant places, viz. Earth and 
Heaven: but I feel myfelf quite unequal to the tafk ; for I find 
it would not only require a deal of time to eltimate its value, but, 
even to all eternity, 1 could never eftimate its full amount ; 
and figures tail to numerate the fum total. This you will eafily 
perceive, when I only juft enumerate fome of the items ; but be- 
fore I begin, | would jult obferve, that looking over the debtor 
fide of my ledger, though my debts were to an enormous 
amount, I find them all cancelled ; and, according to the for- 
mer way of book-keeping, all blotted out. An Almighty 
Friend has fully difcharged them all; and paid the legal de- 
mand, full 20s. to the pound; fo that I am delivered from any 
jult fear of bailiff, writ, or prifon. I own I was myfelf utterly 
infolvent ; and am not afhamed to own, it is by an act of grace 
and juftice, both combined, that I am thus fet at fo happy a 
liberty and freedom. It was certainly grace as to me, and 
ttrict jultice as to my creditors, for they were paid, by my dear- 
eft kriend, every mite of their demand; and befides all this, I 
am put into polieflion of. writings legally ftamped, figned, and 
fealed, by which fo large an eftate is made over to me, and of 
fuch incalculable value, that it would puzzle all the lawyers in 
the feveral Inns of Court to defcribe its worth. Fart of it lies 
on this fide Jordan ; but the far greater part on the other. - On 
this fide 1 have merely travelling expenfes, fufficient to defray 
my charges on the road home ; and you know it is not alittle 
required for that: but, however, I have to be thankful for a 


liberal fupply ; and though | do not keep the purfe in my own 
No. 10. Vol. III. Zz hands, 
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hands, yet I can fay, “Faithful is he that has promifed.” 
Hitherto, I have wanted no good thing ; but when I look back 
on my entrance into the world, and the different circumftances 
I now am in, I am amazed: then, my dear friend, I acknow- 
ledge, with humility and thame, I firft came into the world a 
poor polluted creature, defiled in every part; when Divine 
Compaflion moved the Almighty Jefus to wafh me thoroughly 
from my fins and my blood: fo that from being loathfome, he 
made me lovely ; *I alfo was naked and deftitute, but he arrayed 
me in a glorious robe ; I was ignorant, but he undertook to 
communicate light to my underitanding, and teach me fpirit- 
ual and henley knowledge. Both the Univerfities, and all 
the Bench of Bifhops, could not thus inftrué& me:—I was a 
poor, weak, ricketty creature; but he ftrengthened me, and 
made me ftand upright;—I was expofed to many ene- 
mies, lions, bears, tigers, wolves, and numerous beafts of prey ; 
but he became my fure defence ; yea, what can I fay, but that 
he fupplied all my wants? And, as to temporal things, I had 
not a fhirt to my back, nora penny in my pocket, when 1 en- 
tered upen this howling wafte ; but now I am clothed and fed in 
a comfortable manner, and fo have been for more than fifty 
years; and have not only pence, but pounds. Surely,. you 
will fay, Iam under great obligations to fuch a bounteous 
benefactor: 1 acknowledge I am; and my chief concern is, 
that I cannot love him as he deferves to be loved, nor ferve 
him as I gladly would. Befides all this, I was going to tell 
you of the ftock I have been endeavouring to examine in this 
and the heavenly country ; but I can only fpecify a little :— 
Item. The eternal God for my portion. 
Do. The righteoufnefs, atonement, and unfearchable riches 
of Chritft. 
Do. The renewings, cémfortings, fanctifyings, and fealings 
of the Holy Spirit. 
Do. A freehold manfion in Heaven, that never waxeth old, 
nor ftands in need of repair. 
Do. A ftarry crown and golden harp. 
Do. Affociation with angels and faints. 
Do. A throne of glory. 
Do. On this fide oe" Se precious throne of grace. 
Do. A precious Bible, the charter of all bleffings. 
Do. Precious promifes, freely and faithfully paid from the 
* heavenly treafury. 
Do. Sweet Sabbaths, profitable divine ordinances. 
Do. - Communion with God and with his people. 
Do. A fweet variety of graces,—faith, hope, love, &c. 
Do. Santtified and profitable trials and afflictions. 
Do. In general, all things that ever I meet with, working 
for my good. Now 
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Now, you may plainly perceive, that I cannot tell you half; 
and as.for the value, though it be fet, not Peru’s nor Mexico’s 
mines, nor the riches of the earth in an aggregate, can bear the 
leat proportion thereunto. As to the threatened invafion, | am 
more afraid of Satan’s invading my heart, and robbing me of 
fome of my {pending money, than I am of Bonaparte. It is not 
as he will, but as my Lord will; and, I truft, their wills are 
very oppofite indeed. However, I commit the matter to him; 
and, in the midft of war, feel peace ! W. R. 


———eagkt 5 


GBSERVATIONS ON JEREMIAH XVII. 9. 


“ The heart is deceitful above all things, and defperately swicked ; 


who can know it 2” 


No. VII. 
(Continued from page 299.) 


N our iaft number the deceitfulnefs of the human heart was 
confidered with relation to excufes, which are made for 
neglect of the public worfhip of God, on the Sabbath. As 
the fubject was left incomplete, a few more remarks upon it 
will now be made. 

Another plea, which is made by fome, and which feems to 
fatisfy their minds, is, that by their neglect of the public wor- 
fhip of God they do no injury to their neighbours, or to focie- 
ty. They feem to pride themfelves with the idea, that they 
are good citizens and ufeful members of the community, and 
mean to be fuch. They plead, “ we are not diforganizers, but 
abhor and reject every fyltem of demoralization. We are 
friends to focial and public order, and are difpofed, by all 
means, to countenance and fupport it. We mean cheerfully 
to contribute to the fupport of our excellent conftitutions of 
government, and fubmit to our wife and equal laws, which are 
fo peculiarly adapted to the fecurity and promotion of individ- 
ual, and general Mappinefs. We mean to be upright, juft, be- 
nevolent and friendly in our commercial, and other connex- 
ions with our fellow-men. We do not make it a part of 
our religion, it is true, to pay much attention to public wor- 
fhip, but what is the evil or crime of this neglect 2” 

Something like this.is the pica made by fome, for refraining 
their feet from the fanctuary of God, on the Sabbath. But 
how deceitful muft be the heart to frame a plea fo unfubftan- 
2), fo hollow and unavailing} Although it is fometimes made 
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by men of reputed abilities and difcernment, yet what child in 
knowledge is not able to expofe its folly, weaknefs and delu- 
fion ! 

The public worfhip of God is an inftitution of divine origi- 
nal, and has enitamped upon it, the broad feal of heaven. It 
mutt, therefore, be founded in wifdom and benevolence. No 
inftitution was ever eftablifhed for men, fo highly interefting, 
ufeful and important. Nor can it reafonably be doubted, that 
the good order and the profperity of the civil and religious 
community, in a very great degree, depend on the regular and 
due obfervance of it. In thoufands and millions of inftances 
it has been inftrumental to the bringing of finners from a ftate 
of darknefs into marvellous light, from under the bondage of 
fin and Satan into a [tate of glorious liberty, and of building 
them up in faith, comfort and holinefs unto eternal hfe.’ And, 
indeed, what important blefling can be named, which does not 
more nearly or remotely ftand connected with this divine initi- 
tution ? 

If the public worfhip of God be not thus interefting, ufeful 
and important, would the great Lord of the Sabbath have giv- 
en it the fanction of: his authority and the weight of his exam- 
ple, by going into the Jewifh fynagogues, every Sabbath day, 
during his public miniitry on earth, to read the Scriptures and 
to teach mankind the ways of truth and righteoufneis! Would 
he have miraculoufly qualified and commiilioned certain men 
for preaching the gofpel of his kingdom, and for adminifter- 
ing its {pecial ordinances throughout the world, and promife 
to be with them, in the line of their fucceflors, to the ‘end of 
time? Would an infpired apoftle have cenfured and treproved 
thofe, who neglected to aflemble themfelves together for relig- 
ious worthip in his time ? Would the wifeft and beft men, in all 
patt periods of the Chriftian era, have given countenance and 
a willing fupport to this inftitution—would all this, do you 
think, have been done, but on the confideration, that the pub- 
lic worthip of God is very highly conducive to the beft inter- 
efts of fociety, both civil and religious? In a word, if this initi- 
tution be not thus important, how wi!l you account for the 
wide and itriking difference, with repo. privileges and 
bleffings, between the inhabitants of thete United States, and 
the poor pagans, who are in a moft deplorable and wretched 
condition ; and who are perifhing itor lack of vifion? Thete 
things confidered, muft it not be very apparent to all, who have 

eyes tofee, and minds open to conviction, that the condué of 
thofe, who neglect the public worthip of God on the Sabbath, is 
incompatible with the obligation and character ef good citizens 
and ufetul members of fociety ? Such delinquent conduct is, in 
its nature and tendeacy, very evil ‘and pernicious. ‘Thofe.who 
ae: neglect 
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negle& this inftitution greatly injure their own fouls, and im- 
minently expofe themfelves to an everlafting exclufion from 
the temple and worthip of God in the future world. They 
greatly injure others, fo far as their evil example has influence. 
But how influential is evil example! Even one finner dettroy- 
eth much good. 

Were the pernicious example of fuch men generally fol- 
lowed, (and no thanks to them if it be not) how foon 
would the Bible, in a great degice at leaft, become as a 
fealed book! How foon would mankind, generally, in 
the Chriftian world, become ignorant not only of the 
firft principles of Chriftianity, but, perhaps, of its very.name, 
and plunge into the midnight gloom of gothic ignorance and 
barbarifm ! What would become of the highelt bleflings of 
civilized fociety and the moft endearing enjoyments of focial 
life? What would become of our higheit bleflings and molt 
precious privileges in general? Soon would they take their 
flight and leave us to unavailing regret and forrow. How af- 
tonifhing then mutt be the deceitfulnefs of the heart, to lead any 
to the belief, and to induce them to plead, that they do no in- 
jury to their neighbours nor to fociety, by neglecting to worthip 
God in the affembly of his people! That notwithitanding this 
their delinquent conduét, they are not diforganizers, but friends 
to public and focial order, &c.! Surely their hearts muft be de- 
ceitful above all things and defperately wicked ; their eyes faft 
clofed againft the light of truth, and their minds proof againtit 
conviction. _God of mercy and of power! be pleafed for thy 
name’s fake to open their eyes to fee the scnieiloalaltendt and 
impiety. of their conduct, and how unavailing as well as crim- 
inal, is the ‘plea which they make in vindication of it. O 
lead them to ‘deep repentance and thorough amendment ! 
But one plea or excufe more for negle& of the duty under 
confideration will be noticed. It is urged by fome, who neglect 
the public worfhip of God, that notwithftanding this their neg- 
leét, they are as good as many others, who are not chargeable 
with it, but regularly attend meeting. “ Attending public wor- 
fhip,” they plead, “ does not make them any better ; ; for they 
are actuated by felfifh motives and improper confiderations. 
Idle curiofity, a vain defire to difplay their perfons and apparel 
to the gaze of others, a felf-righteous and hypocritical {pirit, the 
influence of cuftom, the power of habit, are motives and confid- 
erations to which the preacher is indebted for a large part of his 
auditory from Sabbath to Sabbath. If then our conduét can- 
not be jultified in neglecting public w orfhip, fo neither can theirs 
who attend upon that | \{itution from fuch improper views and 
motives. Our fituation is, at leaft, as good as theirs ; for we 
are not chargeable with their hypocrify,” &c. Something like 
this is not unfrequently plead by thole, who negleét to reverence 
} God’s 
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God’s fanétuary ; and however it may not fully fatisfy their 
minds that they are guiltlefs, yet it appears to operate upon them 
as an opiate, to lull confcience into a drowfy ftate, and to ftupify 
their moral fenfibilities. 

Flow altonithing is it that beings endued with reafon, who 
are accountable to God for the ufe they make of it, and for ev- 
ery part of their conduct, fhould be fo fottifh as to urge the 
plea under confideration, for their rebellion againtt God and con- 
tempt of his authority ! With as much propriety might they 
plead, “we will become pagans and worthip idols, wood and 
fton®, becaufe many who enjoy the light and precious privi- 
leges of revelation, make a bad ufe of them. We will aban- 
don al] our civil liberties and advantages, great and important 
as they are, becaufe many make an improper and licentious ufe 
of them. We never more will eat and drink, becaufe many in- 
jure themfelves by eating and drinking to excefs. In a word, 
we will travel the broad road to deftrudion, becaufe the multi- 
tude, blind to their own intereft and under the infatuation of 
madnefs, travel the fame road!” Would not the man who 
fhould reafon thus be confidered as bereft of reafon ? But this 
mode of reafoning is quite as rational and confiftent as the plea 
which is made by fome, that they will not hearken to the voice 
of God by worfhipping him in the fanctuary, becaufe many, 
who profefledly do this, do not become any better by it, or be- 
caufe they are not better than themfelves, or becaufe they are 
influenced by unworthy motives and felfifh confiderations. 

Other pleas and excufes, which are made by deceitful and 
wicked men for their negle@ of the public worfhip of God, 
might be confidered ; but as we have patfed the principal ones 
in review, and have already exceeded our defigned limits, they 
will be omitted. 

Reader | As the above obfervations will probably meet the 
eye, and be perufed but by few if any of thofe, for whofe bene- 
fit they are more immediately defigned, doit thou not feel con- 
ftrained by a fenfe of obligation ; by a benevolent concern for 
the intereft of ther precious fouls; by an attachment to the 
caufe of our holy religion, and by a defire to promote the good 
order of fociety, to admonifh them, as you have opportunity, 
with the fpirit of meeknefs and Chriftian zeal, for their delin- 
quent and crimina] condué ? ‘Thou fhalt by any means reprove 
thy brother and not fuffer fin upon him. Canft thou fee thy 
fellow-creatures ftarving their fouls, and make no exertions to 
induce them to éat of heavenly bread, that they might live and 
not die ? Canft thou fee them purfuing the path of the deftroy- 
er, and make no effort to turn their feet into the path of fafety ! 
Canft thou contemplate their dangerous and awful fituation, 
and yet fay, and do nothing to convince their minds, to alarm 
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their fears, and perfuade them to be reconciled to God and du- 
ty? Wilt thou by filence, by remiffnefs and inattion, become 
partaker with them in their fins, and in their plagues? For 
the fake of thy own foul; for the fake of their fouls; by the 
mercy of God ; by the conipafiion of Chrilt ; by every thing 
interefting and facred, be entreated faithfully to ‘difcharge thy 
duty to thefe thy brethren. And may the God of Abraham, 
of Ifaac and Jacob grant thee good fuccefs. 

Reader ! haft thou ever ferioufly afked thyfelf thefe intereft- 
ing and important. queftions—* Can I, without injuring my 
own foul, wounding the caufe of religion, and endangering 
the beft intereft of fociety, be inftrumental of raifing men to 
offices of honour and truft, who treat with neglect and pratti- 
cal contempt, the inftitution of the public worfhip of God? 
Canft thou give fuch men thy fuffrage for fuch offices, with- 
@ut incurring the guilt of that jultification of the wicked, 
which is an abomination to the great Lord of the Sabbath? 
If thou haft ever put thefe queftions to thyfelf, what has been the an- 
{wer of confeience ? What has been thy condud ? And how doft thow 


defign in future to condu ? 
SILAS. 
(To be continued. ) 
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DOMESTIC. 


SUMMARY REPORT OF MR. CRAM’s LATE MI& 
SION. 


EFT Exeter in New Hamphhire, and pro- 
July 26, 1805. ceeded on a miflion Fain the Maffachu. 
fetts Mitfionary Society, to the States of New York and Penn- 
fylvania. ‘Travelled a wefterly direction through the weltern 
parts of New Hampfhire and Vermont, near the fouth end of 
Lake Champlain. Croffed the North River, eight miles from 
Lake George im the State of New York. Proceeded on, through 
Saratoga, Johnitown, German-flats to the county of Oneida, 
where I {pent fome time in vifiting the different. fettlements of 
Indians and others, inhabiting thofe parts. From thence l 
proceeded on, and near the great turnpike and weltern road to 
the Genefee river. 
On this route I vifited a number of fettlements of white 
people ; fome of which are near the fouth fhore of Lake Onta- 
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rio.. Vifited feveral Indian fettlements in a foutherly direction 
on the Genefee river. Leaving this river, I proceeded on 
fouth to the Alleghany river. Here I {pent fome days, attend- 
ing to a fettlement of the Seneca Indians. From this, I went 
into the State of Pennfylvania, and vifited moft of the fettle- 
ments in the counties of Warren and Erie, and one fettlement 
on Lake Erie in the State of Ohio. This was the extent of 
my travels welt, being 500 miles from Bofton. Returned down 
Lake Erie, by Prefque Ifle, Catoragus and Buffaloe Creeks 
to the outlet of the Lake at Black Rock. Vifited the fettle- 
ments in the Britifh dominion, between the Lakes Erie and 
Ontario. Came on ealtward through the Tufcarora villages, 
to a fettlement of Seneca Indians at Tarawanda Creek, and 
thence to the Geneiee River. After viliting different fettle- 
ments iii the county of Ontario, came in a direét courfe to the 


county of Oneida, where I vifited the different fettlements, 


again. After this I came on by the way of Bofton to my 
place of refidence in New Hamphlhire, which I reached Feb- 
ruary 1, 1806. 

Every where on this route I experienced the kind attention 
of the people whom I vifited, and much good will to the ob- 
ject of my travels. Befide converfing with numbers, who 
were deeply imprefled with a fenfe of the worth of their fouls, 
I was witnefs to {pecial awakenings in feveral places, and 
heard of revivals of religion in many other places where they 
had preachers refiding with them. Canterbury in New Hamp- 
fhire, feveral towns in the vicinity of Dartmouth College, Fair 
Haven in the weft part of Vermont, Stockbridge, Vernon and 
Verona, in the county of Oneida, and the eaft of Pompey and 
Marcellus Ell, in the county of Onondaga in the State of New 
York, may be deemed among the principal places, which, fhar- 
ed in fpecial divine influences in the courfe of the laft year. 

Since the year 1800, notfar from thirty regular preachers 
of the word ‘of life have come to refide in the weftern counties 
of New York, in places, which have been yifited by Mifliona- 
ries from the Maffachufetts Miffionary Society, and are now 
fupported by the inhabitants. Many churches have been gath- 
ered, and feveral meeting-houfes have been erected fince that 
period. 

Moft of the inhabitants in thefe counties were emi- 
grants, or defcendants from New England. Thofe who are 
acquainted withthe new fettlements in New England, will be 
able to form a judgment, of the ftate of fociety, and of ¢on- 
troveriies, civil and religious, unlefs the controverfly refpecting 
Prefbyterianifm may be an exception. It may be juft however 
to remark, that there: is lefs difpofition to inquire into diftin- 
guifhing truths, than what there was in fettlements of the fame 


age, 
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age, fome years fince, in New England, or than what there 
was in thefe. counties, when the Miflionaries from the Mafla- 
chufetts Miffionary Society, firft vifited the State of New 
York.. 

The counties, which I vifited in the State of Pennfylvania, 


were very deftitute of the ftated preaching of the word. The 


inhabitants are chiefly Prefbyterians. There is one minifter of 
that denomination in thefe counties, who is nearly fixty miles 
from any other of his order. In thefe counties there are many 
emigrants from New England. It was thought one fourth of the 
fettlers in the county of Erie were from New England. The 
ftate of fociety in thefe counties has been very unpleafant, by 
reafon of land difputes, which have much affeéted their civil 
and religious concerns. . The counties, however, fouth, on the 
fame fide of the Alleghany and Ohio rivers, have been greatly 
favoured with the effufions. of the Holy Spirit. 

In a report refpecting the ftate of religion, publifhed in the 
Weltern Miffionary Magazine, printed at Wafhington, in Penn- 
fylvania, February, 1805, they fay, refpecting thefe fettlements, 
«‘ Thus we fee in the courfe of five years, a Prefbytery, confift- 
ing of fourteen minifters, fettled in that country, where ten 
years ago we could fcarcely fee the face of a white man.” 

Some of thefe weitern fettlements never had had preaching in 
them of any kind, before I vifited them. On this route indi- 
viduals heard me, who had not heard preaching for years be« 
fore. The borough of Erie, where the county courts are held, 
and which is the principal place of bufinefs in the country, had 
been deftitute of preaching for about one year. The New 
England emigrants in thefe parts were exceedingly pleafed 
that the good people in New England did not forget their 
{piritual concerns. ‘They were very defirous of having preach- 
ers from New England. : 

New Connecticut has great credit for the fober and regular 
conduct of a great proportion of the inhabitants of that diftria, 
and for the exertions they have made and are making to pro- 
mote and preferve the good cultoms of their anceftors. The 
Congregational churches, which are 7 in number in thofe fet- 
tlements, held a convention laft fall. It was a fubject of inqui- 
ry whether they fhould have general facraments after the man- 
ner of the Prefbyterians. 

Vifiting thefe weltern fettlements, a perfon would have great 
opportunity of contemplating the wonderful wifdom, grace, 
and providence of the Great Ruler of nations, in leading our 
anceftors to fettle on this continent, in giving them vaft traéts 
of goodly weftern lands, which will probably contribute great- 
ly to the advancement of the kingdom of the Great Redeemer 
to the utmoft parts of the earth. 

No. 10. Vol. III. Aaa None 
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- None of the Indian villages weft of Oneida, appear to be 
ready to receive Miffionaries to refide with them, excepting the 
Wyandots in the State of Ohio, who probably by this time are 
provided for by the Synod of Pittfburg, and the Delawares on 
the waters of the Wabath, of whom accounts have been given 
by the Rev. Mr. Sergeant, Miflionary to the Mohehunuch In- 
dians ; who confiders it very important that the eaftern Mif- 
fionary Societies fhould afhit in forwarding a miffion to them the 
next ieafon. | 

The different nations of Indians in the county of Oneida, 
which contains more than 1500 fouls, ftand in need of miffiona- 
ry aid. Could proper aflifttance be afforded the Oneidas, fo 
great and eafy is the imtercourfe betwixt them, and others of 
the Six Nations, that propably as foon as proper miffronary 
characters could be obtained, the way would be prepared for 


refidents weltward. 
as : JACOB CRAM. 


omg: 


EXTRACTS FROM MR. CRAM’s JOURNAL. 


_ Wednefday, Aug. 14, 1805, rode to Paris. Thurfday, Mr. 
Kirkland accompanied me to vifit the Brothertown Indians. 
Saw fome of their principal men, who agreéd to give me an 
anfwer refpecting the profpeét of mifions among them, on my 
return. P. M. rode to Stockbridge. The Indians in this 
place have lately been vifited by Miffionaries from the Miffion- 
ary Societies in Hampfhire county. »They have received com- 
munications refpecting the profpect of miffions to the weftern 
tribes, which it is thought will foon be communicated to other 
focieties. Friday, a female from England f{pake in public to the 
Indians. She calls herfelf a Friend, though fhe is not a mem- 
ber of any meeting. I exhorted the Indians, and prayed with 
them. 

- Saturday, vifited Verona, a fociety north of Oneida, where 
there has been fpecial attention to religion of late. Here I 
found Mr. Smith, a Miffionary from the Maflachufetts Mii- 
fionary Society. : 

Aug. 18, Lord’sday. Preached to the Indians at Oneida 
Caftie from Pfalm ii. Mr. Kirkland interpreted. The female 
fpeaker, whom I faw at Stockbridge, fpake after me. I then 
addreffed the white people, who attended. Skennadou, an In- 
dian, addreffed the young warriors and others fervently from 
what had been remarked. Preached im the afternoon four 
miles eaft of Oneida Caftle in Vernon. Monday attended a 
funeral in Vernon and preached from 1 Cor. xv. 55, 56. 
There is fome awakening in this town.» 

Tuefday, 
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Tuefday, vifited Stockbridge, where I again met with Mr. 
Smith. Preached to the Indians from Ifa. li. 3, 4. Mr. Smith 
gave anexhortation. Some of the pious women came to fee us 
after meeting ; and in the evening Capt. Hendrick, Agaumut | 
and two others called on us. Capt. H. gave an account of 
his travels to the welt two years fince. He agreed to have 
fome information he colleéted ready by the time I may proba- 
bly return. 

The.deputation of Indians from Stockbridge.entered into an 

reement with the Delawares on the White river, a branch 
oF the Wabafh, to .communicate religious inftruction to them. 
There are eleven towns of thefe Indians, who have about 500 
warriors. They faid they fhould now look to the Stockbridge 
Indians to make them acquainted with the gofpel. That if 
they did not do it themfelves, they fhould look to them to take 
fome white man, or men, by the hand, and lead them to them 
to let them know what the gofpel is. They wif/bed it might be 
done foon. The old chicfs wifhed to be acquainted qwith the go/pel 
before they died. | | 

Saturday. Vifited a family of Delaware Indians, where 
was an old man fick, not able to converfe with us. He-wasa 
member of Mr. John Brainerd’s church in Weft Jerfey, but did 
not remember Mr. David Brainerd. He came to this place to 
enjoy public worfhip, and was much rejoiced when he came to 
the houfe of God in this place. He was quite affefted when I 
f{pake to him of the houfe on high, of the love of Chrift, and 
when we went to prayer. 

Stockbridge is 6 miles fquare. It is thought there are nearly 
§00 fouls properly inhabitants of this town; 6c of whom are 
remains of Mr. David Brainerd’s people from Welt Jerfey, 
who came to this place in 1802.  - 

There are alfo feveral Nanticoke Indians in this town, for- 
merly from Maryland, and a few Munfees from Minnefink. 

About two years fince, Mary Calvin, one of the Delawares 
from Jerfey, died, who dated her converfion at the time of the great 
awakening under the minifiry of Mr. David Brainerd; jhe was 
diftinguifbed for her piety to the day of ber death. 

There are two {chools taught in this town, both by Indians. 
One by John Wautuhgnaut, the other by Bartholomew Calvin, 
fon of Mary mentioned above. He was educated at Prince- 
ton by Mr. Sergeant’s advice. I left one of Dr. Watts’ 
Pfalms and Hymns for him, from the Cent Society. There 
are upwards of twenty communicants, Indians, in the church 
at Stockbridge. 

Wednefday, Aug. 21. Met with fome Indians at the Onet- 
da bridge, near the Caftle. They appeared very glad to con- 
verfe with me; we were favoured with an apparently good in- 
' terpreter y 
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terpreter, Jacob Dontator. I’ told them of the good wifhes of 
the people in Maffachufetts for them, and that they withed to 
know whether we could promote their welfare ; that we could 
do them no good, unlefs they would receive the gofpel, love 
the Lord Jefus, and learn of him. That unlefs they did this, 
it was impoflible to prevent the wicked among the white peo- 
ple from deftroying them. They wifhed to have an interview 
with me on my return, and fend word by me to Albany re« 
fpecting obtaining a fchool-mafter. They had numbers of 
children they wifhed to have taught. They thanked me re. 
tedly for my advice to them. 

Rode to Sullivan, the next town weft. Vifited Louis Der. 
yay, a Frenchman from the Illinois, taken captive by the Britith 
jn the French war at Niagara. He married a woman of the 
Mohawk tribe. Converfed with two of his fons, who have fam- 
ilies. He obferved that he and his wife prayed night and 
morning. His mother was brought up in a nunnery at Orle- 
ans, as I underftood him. She had many books and ufed to 
read tohim. He wifhed me to converfe with one of his fons 
who is a man of property in this place, but gives himfelf to an 
intemperate ufe of fpirituous liquors, much to the grief of his 
father and mother. I exhorted this fon and his family in the 
evening. . He appeared fome difguifed with the ufe of fpiritu- 
qus liqucr. The next morning, Thurfday, he called on me 
and afked me to baptize his grandehild. I fhewed my readi- 
nefs to ferve him, but wifhed to have his family convinced of 
the nature of baptifm, and to have evjdence they would walk 
according to what it pointed out, before I could confiftently 


* adminifter. He obferved he had had all his children baptized, 


but was not inftructed into the principles of religion, by any one. 
He recolleéted but one minifter; who ever converfed with him 
before. That was the Rev. Devenport Phelps, an Epifcopalian, 
who-called on him when he kept a tavern. He appeared quite 
ignorant of the divine law, except the fourth and feventh com- 
mands ; knew nothing how it was delivered to men. I related 
to him part of the ftory of Jofeph, which he faid he never 
heard before, though he and his family in other refpeéts were in 
the habits of white people. He had had one fon at the academy 
‘in Paris, and expected foon to put him to live with an attorney 
atlaw. 1 urged it on him to attend to the religion of Chrift, 
and laboured to fhow him the ufe he might be of to others if 
he regarded thefe things properly. 

Sparta, near Hermitage, Friday, Sept. 13. Vifited Rev. 
Mr. Mills and Efgq. William Mc Nair, and confulted them,re- 
pyr the propriety of vifiting the Indians on the Genefee 
and Alleghany rivers, as a favourable opportunity offered for 


the purpofe. Efg. M. is about 78 years of age. Formerly 
=. : lived 
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lived:near Eaftown in Pennfylvania, and when young, heard 
Mr. David Brainerd preach many times when he was on his 
way to and from Indians in thofe parts, and the two branches 
of Sufquehanna. It was remarked there was a great altera- 
tion of the people for the better fince I firft vifited them. 

Sept. 15, Lord’s-day morning, Efq. M. rode with me to 
meeting. Called on the tall Chief at the flats by Allen’s hill ; 
he agreed to go with other Indians to an interpreter. Labour- 
ed to obtain others at and near Squaka-hill after we crofled 
the Genefee river to meet us with the others we had fpoken to ; 
but we heard no more from them. 

Preached at Leicefter, a tract laid out for a village, from 
Ads xvi. 13. The people about this fettlement have been very 
loofe in their praétice. I vifited them laft year, which was the 
firft vifit they ever had from any of our order of minifters. 
Since, they have had preaching from perfons of different per- 
fuafions. Lodged at Capt. Jones on the eaft fide of the river ; 
he was taken captive when young, and was detained among 
the Indians many years. He was free in giving information 
refpecting them, but thopght there was very little if any hopes 
of chriftianizing them, they had fo many objections againft re- 
ceiving the gofpel. They ufually objected, the gofpel was not 
for them but for white people. That the white people had 
more knowledge than what they had; they could underftand 
it. He was difcouraged about anfwering their objections. He 
thought, however, it might be well to converfe with fome of 
the moft underftanding men among them. I accordingly call- 
ed on Little Beard, a noted warrior, and defired him to go to 
another interpreter, Captain Smith. He, I underftood by an 
Indian, who {pake broken Englifh, agreed to go, but I heard 
no more of him. Capt. Smith was confined with a lameneds. 
He advifed me to vifit the Black Chief and his fon George 
Wafhington. I rode on and miffed the road I intended travel- 
ling, and gave up almoft all hopes of being of any ufe to the 
Indians in thefe villages, But as I was travelling through the 
flats towards Squaka-hill I met the Black Chief, who condu¢t- 
ed me to his fon George Wafhington, who could {peak fome 
Englifh. Itold him who I was and my bufinefs. I fhewed 
him.the New Teftament, and that it was written by the com- 
mand of Jefus Chrift, to fhow men their duty. He feemed 
{truck with the idea, and afked me, How Jong go ? 1 told him, 
and laboured to fhow him, who Jefus Chrift was, how he 
proved his miflion, what he did and fuffered, his refurreétion, 
afcenfion, command to his apoftles, &c. and that this com- 
mand was to teach al/ nations ; the Senecas as well as others, 
&e. He told his father and wife fomething of this, but com- 
plained he could not conyerfe in Englifh only about an 
ings. 
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things. His-father wifhed me to write to Jones what 1 had 
faid, and they would go to him, which I did: His wife faid; 
Jbe too old, 1 fuppofe fhe thought to learn thefe things. G. W: 
conducted me to the river. We met, as I underftood, the 
Young King from Buffaloe. He told him, who I was, é&ce. 
He was alfo going to Jones. ned : K 

Monday, Sept. 16, Came to’ Ailen’s hill near the jun&ion 
of the Canaferega with the Genefee river. Mr. Charles 
McNair; fon of Efq. M. had juft arrived, on his way to’ his 
plantation in Pennfylvania. We proceeded on to Gardeau, 
up the Genefee river about eight miles. ‘This place is fome- 
times Called the Whitewoman’s town.’ She was taken captive 
when fhe was about eleven years of-ape. She fuppofed fhe 
was born on the fea, coming from Ireland: ‘She married an 
Indian and has raifed a family. ‘They have a referve of about 
3 miles fqguare. She had a number of white tenants on the 
Jand. I preached to them in the-evening from Eph. ‘vv. 1, 2. 
The white. woman intetpreted to her hufband’and an old In- 
dian woman, and a number of young Indians ftood without, 
but being timid did not come m. Some of the ‘people here 
fhowed a concern for their fouls, and {topped -and’ converfed 
freely after fermon. Gne woman, however, appeared to be 2 
Univerfalift ; fhe came from among the poor unhappy ‘Wyom- 
ing people, a defcendant from New England. — Called on Mol- 
ly Jamifon, Tuefday morning. She retains her former name, 
and her hufband and family all také hernamie. He has*beena 
great warrior, and has travelled as far as New Orleans in war 
purfuits. She wifhed to have fome one come and teach them 
the things of religion, and keep a fchool ; hoped they would 
be better fhould they keep the Sabbath ; exprefled her obliga- 
tions that I had taken pains to come and vifit fuch a poor wick- 
ed creature. | 

Sept. 17. Proceeded on a foutherly courfe‘up the Genefee 
river to the next Indian town, which is nine miles from Gar- 
deau. We had-no opportunity of converfing with the Indians 
at the lower part of the Caneadeo referve. A number of peo- 
ple were together at the upper part of the Ceneadeo referve; a 
fenfible Indian, who underflood fome Englith, very readily la- 
boured to make them underftand my bufinefs; I fpake to-him, 
much as to G. W. the day before. 

Sept 20, Friday. Rode 28 miles down the Alleghany a wef- 
terly courfe to the Indian fettlements. ‘There was no family on 
the road, and a great part of the way was only an Indian path. 
After coming to the fettlements we pafled three fettlements ; 
the molt of the Indians were from home, and thofe at home 
appeared not willing to entertain us. Night came on. We 
faw a fire at a diftance, but we could not come to it with our 

horfes 
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horfes by reafon of the darknefs, until. Mr.. H. went and told 
the people our diftrefs. - One readily came with a brand of fire 
to light us to his camp. He heartily gave me his hand, con- 
ducted me to his camp, gave us the belt part of his camp, fed 
our horfes, gave jus roa corn and four milk, which was very 
refrefhing. This man’s name is Halftown, his brother David 
was with him, who underftood a little Englifh, The next 
morning I fhewed him the New Teftament and told my bufi- 
nefs. His brother conducted us to the cold {pring town, about 
two miles down the river. This town was begun the laft year, 
and now confifts of about twenty houfes, and they propofe 
building more. The buildings are near together on a ftraight 
fireet on the weft bank of the river. A Tufcarora woman ina- 
terpreted for us. . They wifhed to know where I was from. { 
told them from Bofton, and my bufinefs, that I wifhed to {peak 
tothem. They fent for Henery, Cornplanter’s fon, who has 
had an Englifh edueation. I was. invited into the King’s 
houfe, who proved to be the prophet, who has been the means 
of a great reform of late among the Six Nations of Indians, She 
faid they would be very glad to hear preaching. They wifhed 
very much to, hear about the Great Spirit. She faid fhe ufed 
to hear. preaching in North Carolina from whence fhe lately 
came, with the remains of her tribe, about twelve in number, 
excepting a boy whom they left there at fchool. She had been 
married to an Irifhman by whom fhe had three children. His 
name was Dallafon. But one of her children by D. was liv- 
ing, a promifing little boy, named Jefle. She faid fhe fhould 
be glad to hear preaching. Had not heard any for a year. 
¥efterday the people were together to hear a communication 
in writing to the prophet from a white man at a diltance, whe 
faid he had been in a trance. About forty, great and fmall, 
affembled this day, Saturday morning, in.the council houfe. I 
{pake to them from Chrift’s command, Go teach all nations, 
Mat. xxviiis 19. I fpake to them of the creation of the world, 
of the firft parents of all men, of the fall, the promife of re- 
demption by the Son of God, of the flood, of the call of Abra- 
ham, of the giving of the law, of the birth, life, death, and 
refurrection of Chrift, urged upon them repentanceeand faith, 
The prophet and his nephews, who fat at his left hand, took 
me by the hand at the clofe of the meeting and thanked me for 

my labours. They agreed to hear me again on the morrow. 
Sept..22, Lord’s day. Met the Indians at the council houfe, 
and f{pake to them from John xx. 13. I recapitulated what I 
had fpoken on the day before. Stated to them the proofs of 
our Lord’s miffion, and laboured to. fhow them that none would 
be benefited by thefe things, unlefs from love to Jefus, like 
Mary they fought and believed inhim. I fpake to them of 
the 
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the curfe which was on the Jews and their children, who reject. 
ed Chrift, and of judgments on the nations becaufe they would 
not receive him. That our fathers were once ignorant of 
Chrift as the Indiarz nations are now. That thofe, who receiv- 
ed him were bleft, that they made progrefs in the knowledge 
of the arts of civilization fince they became acquainted with the 
gofpel. That the gofpel was not firft delivered in our lan- 
guage. But after our fathers received the gofpel it was tranf- 
lated into our language, and they became acquainted with the 
art of printing, &c. I laboured to fhow them that the nations 
and people, who did not receive Chrift, would certainly be de- 
ftroyed. I urged on them the neceflity of belief in Jefus. I 
then fpake in particular to a white man and his wife, who 
were formerly from Sutton in Maffachufetts. 1 alfo fpake to 
the interpreter and the Tufcarora woman in particular, and da- 
boured to fhow them how much more dreadful it muft be with 
us at the day of judgment, than with others, who had not had 
our advantages, if we did not believe and obey the Lord Jefus. 
The prophet, who is alfo the Chief, in a fhort fpeech, exprefled 
his approbation and his readinefs to receive me and others, who 
might vifit them on the fame bufinefs. After confulting tos 
gether they wifhed me to tarry another day, and meet them the 
next morning. : 

Sept. 23. Monday morning it rained. The man whom they 
wifhed to meet them with me was hindered by bufinefs. The 
Chief and Interpreter came to us before we were ready to go to 
meet them. They informed us feme of the Chiefs had been 
together, and they thought they would not detain me to meet 
with them this day, as the people in general could not have no- 
tice. But if I could confiftently vifit them after I had been 
down the river to Warren County in Pennfylvania, he would 
labour to have all the people together, to hear what I might 
{peak tothem. I prefented the Interpreter with three tracts, 
defired him to have them read to him, and that he would tell 
the Indians what they contained. One of the tracts was writ- 
ten by Coltman on various texts of feripture, refpecting falva- 
tion by Chrift. I read fome of thefe texts to him and explain- 
ed them. I endeavoured now more particularly to fhow him 
the importance of the Indians leaving their ancient fuperftitions, 
fuch as offering dogs in facrifice, burning tobacco, &c. I told 
him I underftood they had renounced their images. He faid 
that fhortly after his return from among the white people, he 
cut down their image, which they ufed to ornament with rib- 
bons, &c. and dance“around it. The other old fuperiftitions he 
thought they would not leave. 1 afked him what his father 
thought of the gofpel; he made me no anfwer. I told him 


his father, I had underftood, was aman of great underftanding. 
hs. 4 wifhed 
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I wifhed, as I did not expect to fee him, underftanding he was 
from home, he would tell his father, he muft receive the gofpel, 
if he would expec profperity on himfelf and family. But he made 
no anfwer. I learnt by the Quaker, that Henery Obeal, my inter- 
preter, with whom he repeatedly converfed alone while the 
Chief was here, thought there was no more impropriety in their 
dances, than in the organs in Epifcopal churches, and finging 
of hymns. He had been in thefe churches, and he obferved 
there were different denominations among white people. The 

uaker obferved he learnt from Henery, they had been together 
confulting almoft all night after the Lord’s day, about what I 
had faid tothem. Henery wondered, if we viewed thefe things 
fo important, why we did not fend to them before, while they 
were rich in lands, that they might have retainedthem. I ftat- 
ed fome anfwers which I wifhed might be communicated. 
That the Sanecas had the offer of the gofpel many years ago, 
&c. 

This referve contains about 37 fquare miles, in geheral one half 
mile on each fide of the river in the State of New-York, and ex- 
tends to Pennfylvania line. There are about 450 fouls on this 
referve and Cornplanter’s (John Obeal.) His referve is one mile 
fquare, four miles below the weit end of the other, in Pennfyl-. 
vania. Inthe year 1798, the fociety of Friends fent three men to 
teach the Indians in hufbandry and other ufeful arts ; a fchool 
was kept fome time, and advancements made in reading and 
writing. They have learnt the {mith bufinefs, fo as to do com- 
mon work. Many are ingenious in houfe carpenter work. 
One learned to make axes in three days. One learned to make 
facks in two days. ‘Two are good coopers in making buckets 
and churns. When the Quakers came to refide among them 
there was but one horfe anda two or three cows, and very few 
fwine. Now they havea number of good horfes, two or three 
hundred neat cattle, a great number of fwine, fome families as 
many as thirty. Some have falted down pork for fale. For 
the two firft years they were afhamed to be feen to work 
with the hoe in the field, but now it has become reputable. 
They now make confiderable ufe of the plough. They have 
feveral yoke of oxen, which they trained to work themfelves. 
From a very drunken, idle people, more fo than any of the Sen- 
eca fettlements, they have become the moft induftrious. By 
many of them, it is looked upon unfriendly for a white perfon 
to offer them liquor. The Friends firft fettled on Indian lands, 
but they found many inconveniences. About two years ago 
they purchased a tract of land contiguous to the most populous 
part of the reserve. They have erected a grist-mill and saw- 
mill, to accommodate the Indians, and find it very encouraging 
to the Indians in many respects. They are now making prep- 
No. 10. Vol. III. Bab aration 
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araticn to introduce the useful arts of house-wifery, to learn 
them to spin, knit, sow, &c. Two women came on last spring, 
to assist in this business. 

The exertions in this settlement have had a favourable in- 
fluence on the other Seneca settlements, in leading many to 
decline the use of strong liquors, and to employ themselves in 
the business of husbandry. . 

The Senecas call the Clergy Logeteshtosh, i. e. expounders 
of writings. The Quakers they call Deweista, 1. e. people for 
peace ; people who will not deceive or wrong them. 

I found it difficu]t to obtain a free conversation with the In- 
dians respecting their ideas of religion. But I learnt by one of 
the Quakers, that they considered the supreme Being to be in 
all places ; that he knew their hearts; they suppose the Great 
Spirit did not make toads and poisonous reptiles and cattle 
with horns ;. that the devil made them ; that so good a Being 
as God would not make such eyil creatures.. They offer white 
dogs in sacrifice. They have an idea that some superior deity 
is pleased with these animals; that he has his wrists and 
arms above the elbows, covered with the skins of these ani- 
mals, but whether they supposed this being to be supreme or 
subordinate, this Quaker was not able to inform me, though he 
has resided about nine years near these Indians and the Onei- 
das. These dogs they offer alive, and I have understood that 
some deity hears the cries these animals make under their 
torments, and pities the offerers in theirtroubles. Cornplan- 
ter, who is thought to be the most intelligent of any of the six 
nations, who reside in the United States, rejects these ancient 
usages, except the feast when they gather m the fruits of .the 
earth. He also rejects the gospel. He has observed that 
ministers. of the gospel attend treaties when the Indians sel} 
their lands. That they do not labour to prevent the sale of 
them ; that one of them was the means of his being defrauded 
out of a reserve of twelve miles square, by giving him a paper, 
which he supposed to be a security for the land, but which 
proved to be of no use, 

The Quakers seemed to suppose there was no great hurt in 
these ancient religious usages of the Indians. That they 
were sincere in them, and went according to the light they 
had. Some white people thought the Quakers were not de- 
sirous of other denominations labouring with the Indians. I 
heard the Quakers’ address read, which recommended attend- 
ing to the “ght within, but I do not remember that it brought 
any thing of the gospel to view. I suspect this was. the first 
time Christ was ever preached to them on this river. 

Sept. 24. Tuesday came down the river by water. Passed 
Cornplanter’s town and landed at Tanjou island, where there 
is a family of Presbyterians, who gladly received me. They 
are 
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are as much as five or six miles from any other family. While 
J was waiting the next morning I read a sermon to them from 
1 Peter iii. 15. Visited two other houses on the river. Here 
I began to hear much respecting the attention to religion 
down the river, where great numbers had fallen down. Some 
seemed to think this attention was beginning to take place in 
ghe county of Warren. 

Wednesday evening, landed at the town of Warren at the 
mouth,of Connawango Creek. This is a beautiful situation 
for a town ; but there is not as yet but four or five houses on 
the town-plot. 

Sept. 26. Thursday preached a little distance -from the 
town from Ps. Ixxii. 6. The people seemed very attentive. 
Contributed more to the support of missions than I had re- 
ceived since I have been on this mission. The people in this 
county were principally from the older settlements in Pennsyl- 
wania and New Jersey ; some few were from New England. 
One woman after sermon expressed great satisfaction that she 
had opportunity of hearing preaching so soon after she came 
to the country. She moved here only last week. She wept 
when I spake to her of the design of God in sending people to 
these parts, and of the duties of saints. She expressed much 


of the humble spirit of a believer in Christ. A young man . 


conversed with me, who has obtained a hope that he was re- 
newed in the spirit of his mind since he came to this country ; 
but he had difficulties respecting the doctrine of divine de- 
crees and particular election. He and several others heard 
me argue on these points with attention, Several appeared 
io be seriously impressed. 

Sept 29. Lord’s day, preached in the Beach-woods about 14 
miles from Warrentown, from Matt. iii. 2. 

Tuesday, preached at Warren, from Matt. v. 5. After 
preaching, one lamented her past life, that she had a temper 
opposite to what I preached. That she had not of late enjoy- 
ed religion as formerly, but seemed resolved to reform. Con- 
versed with a German, who in his advanced age has been 
alarmed about his soul; has learned to read English, and 
brought many books into the country with him, and lent some 
of them to his neighbours. His wife was first awakened, and 
was a means of his awakening, against whom at first he had 
great enmity. 

Brief Account of the Society for propagating the Gofpel. Taken 
from the publications of the Society. 

IN the year 1762, a number of gentlemen aflociated with de- 
fign to eftablifh a Society for the promotion of Chriftian know- 
jedge ; and for this purpofe collected a confiderable fund, and 
obtained 
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obtained from the government of the province an aét of incor- 
poration. [his act was not fanctioned by the King, and was of 
courfe void. ‘lhe benevolent and pious defigns of the infant 
Society being thus unfortunately fruitrated, their funds were 
returned to the original donors, their zeal abated, and their ef- 
forts ceafed. 

In the year 1787, a number of gentlemen in Bofton and its 
vicinity, received a commiflion from the Society in Scotland for 
promoting Chriftian knowledge, to fuperintend funds, which 
they had devoted to the purpoie of chriltianizing the Indians in 
this country. The Board of Commiffioners, emulous to co- 
operate with their foreign brethren, in a caufe fo benevolent and 
honorary to the Chriftian charatter, not only as their agents, but 
alfo as principals, by raifing funds in America for the like pur- 
pofe, revived the plan which had proved abortive in 1762, and 
formed themfelves into a fociety fimilar to that in Scotland. At 
their requeft they were incorporated by an aé& of the Legifla- 
ture in November, 1787, and under that act, organized the 
December following. . 

To raife funds neceflary to carry into effe& the defign of 
their inftitution was their next object. To this end they obtain- 
ed from the Legiflature a brief for a colleétion in all the congre- 
gational churches throughout the ftate. The amount of thefe 
collections was lefs than was expected, being only 1561 dolls. 
A private fybfcription among the members ot the Society, and 
other pious and benevolent perfons, proved more produétive. 
The following gentlemen have been liberal benefaétors to the So- 
ciety: Honorable John Alford, James Bowdoin, Efq. afterward 
Governor of the Commonwealth, Mofes Gill, Efq. afterward 
Lieutenant-Governor, William Hyflop, Efq. the Honorable 
Samuel Dexter, Efg. the Honorable Thomas Ruffell, Efgq. the 
Honorable Jonathan Mafon, the Honorable William Phillips, 
Ebenezer Storer, Efq. and lately the Reverend Eliakim Wy]l- 
lys. 

The largeft benefactor to the Society was the Honorable 
John Alford, Efq. of Charleftown. Jn his laft will he devifed 
a large fum of money to be devoted to the purpofe of {pread- 
ing the knowledge of the gofpel among the Heathen. His 
executor, Richard Carey, Eiq. of Charleitown, upon the inftitu. 
tion of this Society, transferred to them to be applied agreeably 
to the pious intentions of the donor, the fum of Dolls. 10,675 
Cts. 18. Yielding at prefent an annual income of $497 46. 
The Society, the year paft, have employed five Miffionaries 
befide giving the ufual aid to the Rev. Meffrs. Hawley of 
Marfhpee, and Sergeant of Stockbridge, who labour among the 
Indians) viz. 
Rev. 














1806. ] 


Rev. Alexander McLean eight months, Rev. Daniel Oliver 
fix months, Rev. Mefirs. Piper and Stone three months each, 
and Rev. Edmund Eaftman, two months, all in the Diftri@ of 
Maine; and Mr. Lovejoy, who is ftationed at the Ifles of 
Shoals, and is partly fupported by the Society, and partly by 
grants from the New Hampfhire Legislature. It appears 
from the journals of thefe Miffionaries, that they have labour- 
ed with various, and in fome inttances, with encouraging fuccefs. 

Mr. McLean has for many years been a moft faithful and 
a very acceptable Miflionary in the fervice of the Society. 
His journals have been interefting, and furnifhed much infor- 
mation for the direction of the Society in difpenfing their charity. 

Mr. Oliver, during the fix months which he {pent in the fer- 
vice of the Society, travelled about 1200 miles, preached 133 
fermons, vifited 196 families, and baptized 7 children. The 
Society (he fays) from many places, receive the hearty and 
affectionate thanks of the people for their kind and benevolent 
affiltance in fending Miflionaries and books among them ;” 
and {peaks gratefully of the kind treatment he received from 
the people. 

Rev. Mr. Stone, while on his Miffion, preached 48 fermons, 
embodied a church at Temple, adminiftered the Lord’s fupper 
once, and baptized 8 children. “ There is (he fays) a {mall 
Congregational Society in Litchfield, who have ever been detti- 
tute of a regular minifter ; but be it fpoken to their praife, they 
have regularly, on Lord’s days, for 25 years paft, met for reli, 
gious worthip, and fung and prayed together, and a fermon has 
been read on thefe occafions. Books and fermons, fuitable to 
be read in public, would be thankfully received from the Socie- 
ty, or from benevolent individuals.” 

Monies, to the amount of between two and three hundred 
dollars, were voted by the Society, to be put into the hands of 
the Miffionaries, for the purpofe of aiding in the eftablifhment 
and fupport of fchools, in diftriéts, whofe inhabitants were 
poor, and their children uneducated. The effects of this chari- 
ty have been encouraging. Mr. Eaftman, in a letter to the 
Secretary, writes thus—“ In general my lectures have been 
full, and on the Sabbath, the affemblies have been much crowd- 
‘ed. As to the /chools, I am able to give you a very favoura- 
ble and fatisfaftory account. Almoft every town or plantation 
on which I beftowed one month’s inftrudtion lait year, have them- 
felves hired two, three, and in fome inftances four months, this 
year, Excited by the generofity of your Society, they are 
how in moit of the towns and plantations doing to the extent 
of their ability; fo that in fome places, I had no room to 
beftow their bounty this year. To others, whom I believed to 


be 


Religious Intelligence 





a. 
j 



















































398 Religious Intelligence. [ Marcu, 


~ 


be truly needy, I nave this year paid for inftruction, agreeable 
to your order, forty-five dollars.” 

The fum of three hundred dollars was expended the laf 
year in the purchafe of Bibles, Teftaments, Pfalm-Books, 
Spelling-Books, and various religious books and traéts, a part 
of which have been already diftributed, and the remainder, it is 
expected, will be taken by the Miflionaries next {fpring. The 
accounts from all the Miffionaries agree, that the harveit in this 
part of the Lord’s vineyard is great, but faithful, dilcreet, and 
pious labourers are few. 

From the Rev. Mr. Sergeant we have received the pleafing 
intelligence, that about one third part of the Oneida tribe, call- 
ed the Pagan party, or followers of the Prophet, amounting to 
about 250, who live between Oncida and New Stockbridge, 
were determined to join his congregation at the commence- 
ment of this year. He exprefles {trong hope, by the blefling 
of God, that the two parties (Pagan and Chriftian Indians) 
may be united, both ina civil and religious view. If thefe 

rof{pects are realized, it will rejoice the hearts of alJl, who 
wifh well to the poor, benighted heathen of our country. 

The fpeeches of the Pagan Chiefs, and the anfwers of the 
Stockbridge Indians, are interefting, and’ given, fome of them, 
at length, in Mr. Sergeant’s journal. 

This acceffion will increafe the labours of this pious and 
faithful Miffionary, and at his advanced age, render neceflary a 
colleague, to enable him to vilit and inftrua his flock in their 
families, a very important branch of minilterial, efpecially of 
a Miflionary’s duty. 

The funds of the Society have remained, without any con- 
fiderable alteration, for feveral years paft. The amount of 
tock on intereft, belonging to the Society, is Dols. 22,407 22, 
the income of which is Dols. 1174 43, Dols. 491 0g of which, 
is appropriated by the donors to particular objets. 

The liberal patronage, which the Honourable Legislature of 
the Commonwealth has beftowed on the Society, by their an- 
nual grants, for many years paft, the Society have reafon to 
believe has been employed for the lafting benefit of a needy 
and very deferving portion of its inhabitants; and fo long, as 
it fhall be thus beltowed, it is hoped it will be continued. 

Donations to the Society. 
Received by Rev. Mr. Stone, from the town of Tem- 
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> Sele& Committee. 
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The following is a Lift of Mem 


Rev. Thomas Barnard, D. D. 

Rev. Jofhua Bates, 

Alden Bradford, Efq. 

Mr. Benjamin Buffey, 

Rev. William Channing, 

Hon. Richard Cranch, 

Hon. Francis Dana, 

Hon. John Davis, 

Hon. Thomas Dawes, 

Rev. Jofeph Eckley, D. D. 

Samuel Elliot Efq. 

Rev. John Eliot, D. D. 

Rev. Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. 

Rev. Levi Frifbie, 

David S. Greenough, Efq. 

Rev. Abiel Holmes, D. D. 

Mr. David Hyflop, 

Rev. John Lathrop, D. D. 

Hon. Benjamin Lincoln, 

Rev. Jofeph Mc Kean, D. D. 
Prefident of Bowdoin College, 

Rev. Jedidiah Morfe, D. D. 


bers living, Fanuary ff, 1806. 


Samuel Parkman, Ejgq. 

Rev. Elijah Parifh, 

Eliphalet Pearfon, LL. D. 
Hancock Profeffor of the He- 
brew and Oriental Languag- 
es, & the Englifh Language, 

William Phillips, Efq. 

Rev. Eliphalet Porter, 

Daniel D. Rogers, Efq. 

Mr. Samuel Salifbury, 

Ebenezer Storer, Efq. 

Hon. James Sullivan, Eq. 

Hon. John Treadwell, Efq. 

Hon. Cotton Tufts, Efa. 

Hon. Dudley A. Tyng, Efq. 

Mr. Samuel H. Walley, 

Hon. Oliver Wendell, Efg. 

| Rev. Samuel Welt, D. D. 

Mr. James White, 

Ebenezer Wight, Efq. 

Samuel Williams, LL. D. 

| Mr. William Woodbridge. 


| 











A great part of the members of the aforementioned Society 
compose also a Loard of Commissioners of the Society in Secv- 


land for propagating Christian Knowledge. 


They regular ly 


draw on the gentlemen in Scotland for the salaries of the 
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Rev. Mr. Sergeant, and other Missionaries, employed by them 
among the Indians ; and hold a constant correspondence with 
the Secretary. The monies which they receive from the So- 
ciety in Scotland, arise out of a fund collected many years 
avo, with the assistance of the late Dr. Whitaker and Mr. 
Occum, who were sent to Great Britain for this purpose. 
The Indian School, styled More’s School, connected with 
Dartmouth College, is supported from this fund, and its pe- 
cuniary concerns are superintended by the Board of Commis- 
sioners, residing principally in Boston. 

The present Officers of this Board are, Hon. Oliver Wen- 
dell, President, Ebenezer Storer, Esq. Vice President, Wil- 
liam Phillips, Esq. Zreasurer, Jedidiah Morse, D. D. Secreta- 
ry. Standing Committee, Joseph Eckley, D. D. Rev. Elipha- 
let Porter, William Phillips, Esq. John Eliot, D. D. and 
Jedidiah Morse, D. D. 

N.B. Wew Members are nominated by the Board at Boston 
to the Society in Scotland, which, according to the Constitu- 
tion, holds the right of ¢/ec¢ion in its own body. 


———a 3: GD :: 


POETRY. 


JESUS. 


IN the dear person of his Son, 
Himself the Father shews ; 

And he who truly knows the ene, 
The other also knows. 


In him, as in a glass, we see 
Unhurt, and undismay’d, 

The glories of the Driry 
United, and display’d. 

With mingled beams here truth and love; 
Justice and goodness shine, 
Angels and saints with joy behold 

An object so divine. 

Here would I fix my ravish’d eyes, 
And never move from hence ; 
Compar’d to this what trifling toys 

Are the delights of sense ! 





